
 
  

Edition  CXI (111th Issue)                                 May 2013    

        

From the 

President’s Desk 
Busy Start for 2013 

This has been another busy start for the year for our Piedmont Chapter 

thanks to the great leadership and participation of our great and talented membership. 

We have participated in a number of events the past few months and are helping to 

sponsor a new Chapter in Forsyth County. Allen Greenly is spearheading this new 

Chapter, and we are so proud of Allen for taking on this task and still being so in-

volved in our own Piedmont Chapter. If you know anyone interested in joining or 

being a part of the new Forsyth Chapter, please contact Allen Greenly. 

On February 9th, we had 8 members attend the great patriotic event at Kettle 

Creek. This has always been a well-attended event. The next day, February 10th we 

had 7 of our members attend the event at Elijah Clarke State Park. We had 5 of our 

members participate in the celebration of Washington’s Birthday on February 22nd. 

We also had representation from the Piedmont Chapter on March 16th at Guilford 

Courthouse and a number of our Color Guard and members attending a cold and wet 

Patriots Day in St, Simons, April 20th. Jack Ferguson, George Thurmond and Bob 

Sapp continue their outreach to the local schools with our speakers bureau teaching 

the kids and our future leaders about our nation’s history, our Founding Fathers, and 

other wonderful stories they are not hearing in the schools. If anyone has a desire to 

help out with this please contact Jack or George. Over the last few months our 

speaker’s bureau has spoken in more than 8 schools and reached close to 1,000 young 

minds! 

Bill Kabel is leading our Veterans Committee and veterans outreach to new 

heights. We continue to collect socks, magazines, personal care items (deodorant, 

tooth paste/brushes/floss, soap, shampoo, etc.) and computers, and our members con-

tinue to donate time helping at the VA Medical Center and continuing to help our vet-

erans. Last year we delivered 750 pairs of socks to needy veterans at the VAMC, with 

this year’s goal set by Bill at 1,000. Every patient at the VAMC is given a pair of 

socks (provided by our donations). In the spirit of our patriot forefathers, we help care 

for others who so honorably served our country. All of these donations count for 

“STARK” award points. We have made a number of presentations of Military Service 

Medals and certificates to our members, and if you qualify and have not received 

yours, please contact Bill. Bill has been working to identify veterans in Georgia that 
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Piedmont Chapter Meeting Highlights and New Members 

Upcoming Events 

Saturday June 15, 2013 
Chapter Meeting  

 

Roswell Park Woodstock Road  
Roswell, Georgia 

12 pm 

 

Chapter Picnic at Roswell Park 

Saturday May 18, 2013 
Chapter Meeting  

Roswell Suites 907 Holcomb Bridge Road  

Roswell, Georgia 
8:00 am Breakfast 

8:30 am Meeting 

Speaker  

Mr. James Stallings President GASSAR 

Uniforms of the American Revolution 

Charles Shepherd Jr., a highly decorated World War II Infantry Officer, gave a very interesting presentation at the 

March Chapter Meeting. Mr. Shepherd talked about his military service and other experiences from the time he gradu-
ated from Officer Candidate School at Fort Benning Georgia in 1943 through his participation in the war in Europe and 

his discharge. He served with the 121st Infantry 8th Division as a Platoon Leader of Company K 3rd Battalion. He par-

ticipated in five major campaigns, and in 2002, he was inducted into the US Army Officer Candidate School Hall of 
Fame.  Mr. Shepherd’s presentation was an oral history of events, people and personal anecdotes of his time in service.  

He had on display various articles including his blood stained uniform, helmet and service medals. For his service he 

was awarded various medals including the Purple Heart and Bronze Star.  

Piedmont Chapter Welcomes the Dunn Family 
At the March Chapter Meeting, Piedmont President Woliver an-

nounced that Timothy Kevin Dunn, Kevin Francis Dunn, Robert Mi-

chael Dunn and Erik Johnson Dunn were new members in the Pied-

mont Chapter. 
In the photo on 

the right, Tim 

Dunn takes the 
SAR Oath from 

President Woliver 

as Chapter Regis-
trar, Tom Chris-

man looks on. At 

a later date, other 

members of the 
Dunn family will 

be inducted.   

Piedmont Veterans Recognized 
In the photo below President Woliver presented 

Military Service Medals and Certificates to Com-

patriots Kleber O’Neal and Ross Glover at the 

April Chapter meeting. 
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Piedmont Chapter Meeting Highlights and Life Saver Award 

Phill Bettis our 
speaker at the April 

Chapter meeting is a 

resident of Forsyth 

County, an attorney, 
author and history 

enthusiast. Bettis has 

practiced law for 30 
plus years in his 

hometown of Cum-

ming, Georgia.  He is 
married to Wanda and 

they have three adult 

children.  Phill has 

served in a variety of 
community and civic 

roles.  Phill loves his-

tory and is a member 
of the Atlanta Civil 

War Roundtable.  Phill recently published his first book entitled, “The Little 

Book of Annoying Questions.”  Phill gave a very interesting presentation and 
had several historic documents and items for display. His great great grandfa-

ther who was also named Phillip Bettis was a gunsmith in Forsyth County 

Georgia in the 19th century. He was born in 1836 and made approximately 

200 rifles between 1850 and 1879. The great great grandfather was also a sol-
dier. He enlisted in the 14th Georgia Infantry CSA and reported with his unit 

to the Army of Northern Virginia in 1862 and served until he was furloughed 

because of illness in 1865. Phill's father was traveling around north Georgia 
one day and saw a child playing in the yard with an old rifle. He approached 

the father of the child and offered to swap a new 22 rifle for the old rifle 

which turned out to be a “Bettis Rifle” made by Phill’s great great grandfather 

in Forsyth County. Phill recounted seeing this rifle in his grandmother's closet 
and he became interested in the family history associated with the rifle and 

his ancestor’s role as a gunsmith and Georgia pioneer. Today, Phill has this 

rifle and three others which he purchased from collectors and are shown in 
the photo below.  According to information published in GUNSMITHS & 

ALLIED TRADESMEN OF GEORGIA, by Wayne Elliott and James 

Whisker, the Bettis Rifle was patented in 1850.  

Life Saver Award 

 

Piedmont Chapter Past President 

Allen Greenly presented the SAR 

Life Saver Award at the April 

Chapter Meeting. Shown in the 

photo is Ryan Corley, his wife 

Stephanie and Allen Greenly. 

On March 22, 2013, Ryan Corley 

was fixing a water leak at the Ros-

well Concept 21 apartments. Syl-

via Reed, a tenant, became frantic 

when her 13 month old daughter 

Jalia stopped breathing. She ran to 

her balcony and began screaming 

for help. Ryan Corley dropped 

what he was doing and ran up to 

the Reed's apartment. When he ran 

into the apartment, he saw Jalia 

lying on the couch not breathing. 

Corley who had taken two CPR 

classes was not comfortable giving 

CPR to an infant, so he got on the 

phone with a 911 operator who 

walked him through it. Within a 

few minutes the baby started 

breathing again. Sylvia Reed was 

told by the doctors that Jalia had a 

seizure. Because Ryan had acted 

so quickly, there was no perma-

nent damage due to lack of oxy-

gen. 
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  From  

 Allen Finley 
Piedmont Chapter Chaplain 

Proud to be an American 

 
Each one of us as members of the 
SAR have researched our genealogy 

and submitted documentation to 

prove that one of our direct ancestors 

was a patriot, who contributed to the 
establishment of this great nation. 

Our ancestors represented different 

cultural and ethnic groups but most 
of the early settlers came from 

Europe. They were eventually as-

similated into the society of this new 
nation and became “American”. This 

assimilation process continues today 

as we welcome immigrants from 

many nations. 
 

Just like many of the immigrants who 

come to America in the 21st century, 
our ancestral grandparents came here 

for a better life, to escape the status 

quo, to escape persecution for their 
religious beliefs or for economic op-

portunity. Through the process of 

assimilation our ancestral families 

became “American”.  Our nation was 
fashioned by men who had a vision 

of a great country made up of immi-

grants from many nations. The Great 
Seal for our nation was designed with 

the Latin words E pluribus 

unum which is the motto suggested 

by the committee Congress appointed 
on July 4, 1776 to design "a seal for 

the United States of America."  E 

Pluribus Unum describes an action: 

Many uniting into one. An accurate 
translation of the motto is "From 

Many, One" or Out of Many, One" 

– a phrase that captures the symbol-

ism on the Great Seal. 
 

One of the common ideas which 

helped form this country was per-
sonal liberties; these liberties be-

came inscribed in our Constitution 

and The Bill of Rights. Our forefa-
thers, with the extraordinary leader-

ship of Washington, Adams, Jeffer-

son, took on the most powerful 

country at that time, waged the War 
of Independence and won that war. 

It is through their sacrifices that our 

nation was established. These brave 
individuals wanted a representative 

government, a democratic republic.  

They believed that men had the 
right to be free, autonomous and 

self-reliant.  As SAR members we 

pledge that we “reaffirm our faith in 

the principles of liberty and our 
Constitutional Republic and sol-

emnly pledge to defend them 

against every foe”. These principles 
have served our nation well through 

the years, and our nation has be-

come a beacon of hope. We have 

intervened in two world wars, and 
many other battlefield conflicts 

while trying to secure our freedom 

and to help others be free. 
 

Americanism is a matter of the 

spirit and of the soul. In our SAR 
recessional, we state that we will 

remember our “obligations to our 

forefathers who gave us our Consti-

tution, The Bill of Rights….” 
My wife and I are American whose 

ancestors came here from Germany 

and from Ireland, and we have fam-
ily traditions that honor those roots.  

But we place our first priority on 

being an American. Consider these 
words from President Theodore 

Roosevelt: “the one absolutely cer-

tain way of bringing this nation to 

ruin, of preventing all possibility of 
its continuing to be a nation at all, 

would be to permit it to become a 

tangle of squabbling nationalities 

each at heart feeling more sympathy 
with other countries than with the 

other citizens of the American Re-

public”. 

The next Flag Retirement Ceremony 

will be held on Saturday, June 15, at 

0900 hours at the Northside Chapel 

12050 Crabapple Rd, Roswell, GA 

Please bring any unserviceable flags for 
retirement. 

Registrar Notes  

Chapter membership grew to 114 

with the approval of four new mem-

bers in April.  New members include:  

Stephen Heard; Kermit Breed; Kyle 
Breed, Sr.; and Kyle Breed, Jr. There 

are currently four applications under 

review at the State and National lev-
els and three additional applications 

will be submitted in May. Six Sup-

plemental Applications are being pre-

pared for submission and applications 
for another six new members are in 

various stages of research and will be 

submitted once completed. Copies of 
the 2013 Membership Directory will 

be available at the May Chapter 

meeting.   You can also request a 
copy if you are unable to attend a 

Chapter meeting. Finally, if you are 

interested in working with prospec-

tive new members as a member of 
the Membership Committee, please 

contact Tom Chrisman Piedmont 

Chapter Registrar. 

Memorial Day May 27 

is a day of remembrance for those who 

have died serving our country. This is a 

great time to honor our veterans.   
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Piedmont Chapter Supporting Students and Schools 

The photo below is from a presentation made by Compatriots Jack Ferguson and George Thurmond. They gave a very 
informative presentation to the fourth grade students at the Parsons Elementary School in Suwanee, Georgia on March 

22, 2013. This was the ninth presentation made by George and Jack at this school.  The photo was provided courtesy of 

Ms. Jennifer Lee, one of the 4th grade teachers. Shown below, George Thurmond, David Dozier, one of the 4th grade 

teachers and Jack Ferguson. This was the ninth time George and Jack have visited this school! Note the framed docu-
ments which were donated by the Piedmont Chapter in the background. Past President Von Starkey's wife, Christina, 

arranged for our first presentation. Here is the note of appreciation 

received from teacher Jennifer Lee. “Thanks for visiting our students 

today! The pamphlets on Kettle Creek are a big help. We look for-

ward to seeing you again next year.” 

  
Each year the Piedmont Chapter participates in the Elementary School 

SAR Poster Contest. Russ Deutschman, Chairman of the Piedmont 

Chapter Poster Committee announced that the Poster Contest was suc-

cessful again this year with two elementary schools participating. 
Russ is shown holding the poster prepared by Tom Godbee, a fourth 

grade student at Mount Bethel Elementary in Cobb County. This 

poster was selected as the Piedmont Poster Winner and placed second 
in the state competition. Also shown are other entries in the poster 

contest. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Shown below on the left is Bob McCleskey at Caldwell Academy Greensboro N.C. He and John Martin from Nathan 

Greene Chapter made a classroom presentation in Tony Storch's "American History through 1820" class at Caldwell 

Academy Greensboro N.C. on March 13, 2013. George Thurmond is shown in the photo on lower right with Nan 
Brown Media Specialist at Webb Creek Elementary, Alpharetta, Georgia.  Here is a note received from Ms. Brown: 

“Thank you once again for your donation of the book, Heroes of Kettle Creek, to the Webb Bridge media center. 

Attached is the photograph you requested of your presentation of the book to our library. We appreciate your 

thoughtful gift of the book as well as the gift of your time and talents in your presentations to our students during 

Georgia Heritage Day last Friday.” 
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General Nathanael Greene  

Submitted by Ross Glover 

 

“We fight, get beat, rise, and fight again,” said General Nathanael Greene 

of his Southern campaign. General Greene, a native of Warwick, Rhode 

Island and a Quaker, trained in his father’s anchor making business. He 

was chosen to represent the people of his district in the State Legislature. 

When the rebellion began in Lexington, he led three regiments of state mi-

litia to Roxbury, Massachusetts. He was promoted from General of the 

State Militia to Major General of the Continental Army. Greene fought in 

many early battles including the Boston Siege, Harlem Heights, Fort 

Washington, Trenton, Princeton, Brandywine, Germantown, Monmouth, 

Rhode Island, and Springfield. Washington appointed him Quartermaster 

General in 1778 where he re-organized the quartermaster department with 

more efficiency and kept the army supplied, sometimes buying supplies 

with his own money. He resigned as Quartermaster General to take com-

mand of the Southern Department from General Horatio Gage in 1780 af-

ter the defeat at Camden, South Carolina. Greene took command of the 

Southern Army that was ill equipped and demoralized. He set about building a force that would fight General 

Charles Cornwallis, British commander in the South. Gen. Greene split his force in two contingents, one com-

manded by General Daniel Morgan while Greene led the other. Cornwallis sent Lt. Col. Banastre Tarleton af-

ter Morgan. They met at Cowpens in January, 1781 where Morgan defeated Tarleton in the first battle won by 

the Americans in the South since 1776. Greene’s force lost 

the battles at Guilford Courthouse, Hobkirk’s Hill, Ninety-

six and Eutaw Springs but forced Cornwallis to extend his 

supply lines to the breaking point and to march to York-

town. You know the rest of the story. After the war, Greene 

settled on the Mulberry Grove plantation awarded to him 

by the state of Georgia for his war service. In June 1786, 

while walking, he was stricken by sunstroke and died at the 

age of forty-six. He is buried at Johnson Square in Savan-

nah, Georgia. We would be remiss if we did not mention 

South Carolina patriots and partisan leaders Francis 

Marion, Andrew Pickens, Thomas Sumter and Elijah 

Clarke who had no small part in defeating the British in the 

South. 

 

 

Milton Peace Officers Honored 
The Piedmont Chapter presented Peace Officers Proclamations at the Milton City Council Meeting- May 2013. Shown in the photo 

are members of the Milton City Council, the officers honored, Mayor Joe Lockwood, Bill Lusk, Paul Prescott and Allen Greenly.   
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 Piedmont Color Guard Schedule 

 

2 May – Pegasus Parade, Kentucky Derby Festival, Louis-

ville, KY: 
 4 May – Patriot Smith Cotton Grave Marking, Whites-

ville, Harris County, 1130 hrs: 

 8 May – Roswell Ramblers, Roswell, GA, 1130hrs: 
 18 May – Chapter Meeting, Roswell, GA 0830 hrs: 

 18 May  – Kings Ridge Graduation Ceremony, Milton, 

GA, 0900 hrs: 

 18 May – Battle of Pensacola, Pensacola, FL, 0900 hrs: 
 23 May – Rotary Memorial Day Luncheon, Roswell Area 

Park, Woodstock Rd, Roswell, 1100 hrs: 

 25 May – Scout Day, Marietta National Cemetery, Mari-
etta, GA, 0800 hrs: 

 27 May – Roswell Remembers, Roswell, GA, 0900 hrs: 

 8 Jun – Compatriot Murray McAfee Grave Marking, La 
Fayette, GA, 1100 hrs: 

 9 Jun – MOAA Meeting Legacy Lodge, Lake Lanier Is-

land, Buford, GA, 1800 hrs: 

 12 Jun - Roswell Ramblers, Roswell, GA, 1130hrs: 
 14 Jun – INS,  Present Colors, Atlanta, GA, 1100 hrs: 

 14 Jun – MSB National Flag Day , Bulloch Hall, Ros-

well, GA, 1300 hrs: 
 15 Jun – Chapter Picnic, Roswell Park, 1200-1500 hrs 

15 Jun – Flag Retirement Ceremony, Northside  Chapel, 

12050 Crabapple Rd, Roswell, GA, 0900 hrs: 
 22 Jun – Battle of Ramsour’s Mill, Lincolnton, NC: 

6-10 Jul – 123rd NSSAR Annual Congress, Kansas City 

MO: Thurmond  

qualify for the Certificate of Patriotism for the Korean War and 

the defense of Korea. The form for applying can be found on 

the SAR website and the GASSAR point of contact is Bill 

Kabel. Bill Kabel proposed that our Piedmont Chapter assist 

with “Wreaths Across America” and your Board approved this 

unanimously! 

We have had outstanding and well attended meetings. 

Charles Shepherd Jr. was our speaker in March. He told us 

about his experiences in the European Theater of Operations 

during WWII where he was highly decorated. We learned 

about the history of the Bettis rifle when Phill Bettis came in 

April. We were encouraged to hold each of the three antique 

rifles that Phill’s great great grandfather made by hand. He 

even forged the barrels and made the screws! The front sight 

was a half dime cut in half and polished till it gleamed. Phill’s 

great great grandfather would sight these weapons in using a 

target 1,000 yards away and with only open sight, he could 

create a pattern that you could cover with a dime! 

There are a number of additional events that we have 

either just concluded or will in the not too distant future that 

include: our State BOM where we had a great showing of 

seven of our members in Barnesville, GA; Peace Officers Me-

morial Day Proclamation, City of Milton on May 6th; Roswell 

Ramblers on May 8th; Traveling Trunk Program, North For-

syth MS on May 15th; Kings Ridge Graduation Ceremony on 

May 18th; Battle of Pensacola May 18th; Memorial Day Proc-

lamation, Milton City Hall on May 20th; Roswell Rotary Me-

morial Day Joint Luncheon Meeting on May 23rd, Scout Day, 

Marietta National Cemetery on May 25th; Presentation of Col-

ors at Roswell Remembers on Memorial Day, May 27th; Com-

patriot Murray McAffee Grave Marking, La Fayette, GA on 

June 8th; MOAA Meeting, Legacy Lodge on June 9th; INS 

Presentation of Colors June 14th; Flag Retirement Ceremony, 

Northside Chapel on June 15th at 9:00AM, followed by our 

great Chapter Picnic, Roswell Area Park 12:00 noon to 

5:00PM. Several members, including Chapter Past President 

George Thurmond, are attending and representing our Pied-

mont Chapter at the 123rd NSSAR Annual Congress in Kansas 

City, MO July 6-10. If you have not been to Scout Day in Ma-

rietta or Memorial Day in Roswell you need to plan these on 

your calendar to experience these great events. 

As we observe Memorial Day, on Monday, May 

27th , let us remember this as not just another three day week-

end, but as an opportunity to remember those veterans who 

gave their lives in the service of their country so that we can 

continue to live in the greatest place on earth! May God con-

tinue to Bless Each and Every One of You and May God Bless 

America! 

(Continued from page 1) 
123rd Annual Congress to be held in Kansas City, 

Missouri 6 July – 10 July 2013 

 
Kansas City – Full of Discoveries! When the Sons of the Ameri-

can Congress attendees arrive in Kansas City this July for the 

2013 National Congress they will find a whole new experience in 

Kansas City. Hosted by the Missouri Society, this five-day Con-

gress will be held at the Marriott Downtown Kansas City. In the 

heart of downtown, you’ll find eight blocks of dining and night-

life inside the new Kansas City Power & Light District. That’s 

more than 50 restaurants and entertainment venues, offering eve-

rything from fine dining to line dancing.   Travel 10 minutes 

south to the famous Country Club Plaza.  Browse the thought-

provoking galleries at The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art. Ex-

perience the nation’s only World War I Museum. Follow in the 

footsteps of outlaw Jesse James or America’s 33rd president, 

Harry S. Truman. This announcement was provided by the Mis-

souri Society Sons of the American Revolution. Visit the NSSAR 

website for more information. 
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This publication is the newsletter for the Piedmont Chapter of the Georgia Society of the Sons of the American Revolution.  It is printed six 

times per year, January, March, May, July, September and November. It is distributed to current and prospective members of the chapter and to 
certain officers of the state and national organizations and to certain officials of the Daughters of the American Revolution. 
 

The Piedmont Chapter serves communities of the northern suburbs of Atlanta, Georgia including Cobb, Forsyth, Cherokee and Northern Fulton 
County.  Meetings are held monthly throughout the year on the third Saturday at 8:30 a.m. at the Holiday Inn 909 Holcomb Bridge Road Roswell, 
Georgia.   Most members choose to arrive by 8:00 a.m. to enjoy breakfast together. 

 
Prospective members are always welcome at monthly membership meetings.  Men, eighteen years of age and older, who are interes ted in docu-
menting their relationship to their American Revolutionary ancestors and in  joining an active group with similar interests are urged to contact the 

Chapter Registrar, Tom Chrisman 404.310.3338 or any other  chapter officer. 
 
DEADLINE FOR MATERIAL TO BE INCLUDED IN THE NEXT EDITION: 

 
The deadline for material for the next issue is July 1, 2013. In addition to the material, please include a copy of any photos to be included. Please 
direct all inquires or suggestions regarding the Piedmont Piper to the editor at the following address:  3344 Thomashire Cour t Marietta, Georgia 

30066 Phone:  770-579.1869    jcbreed77@hotmail.com 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2013 Officers of the Piedmont Chapter 
President, Walter H. Woliver 3115 Fenwood Trail Roswell, GA 30075 Phone 770.642.0352 walt@alphaofficega.com 
Vice President, William C. Lusk 1355 Summit Road Milton, GA 30004 Phone 678.458.4208 bill@luskco.com 
Secretary, Bob D. Shaw 2900 Barbara Lane Marietta, GA 30062 Phone: 770.971.3416 bdseds@bellsouth.net 
Treasurer, E. Sheppard Hammack 1586 Dunwoody Club Crossing Dunwoody, GA 30338 Phone 770.396.5453 Shep7h@aol.com 
Chaplain, Allen R. Finley 4303 Revere Circle Marietta, GA 30062 Phone 770.992.9395 arfinley@aol.com 
Registrar, Thomas A. Chrisman 1738 Wilder Court  Dunwoody, GA 30338 Phone 404.310.3338 tomchrisman1@aol.com 
Editor, Gerald B. Breed 3344 Thomashire Court Marietta, GA 30066 Phone 770.579.1869 jcbreed77@hotmail.com 
Chancellor, Eric E. Thorstenberg  220 Enclave Court  Roswell, GA  30076 Phone: 770.740.9321   eet@bellsouth.net 
Historian/ Librarian, Robert L. Walker  650 Leather Hinge Trail Roswell, GA 30075 Phone 678.585.9106 synercom@earthlink.net 
Sergeant-at-Arms, Thomas R. Davis 7215 Wyngate Way Cumming, GA 30040 Phone 770.442.8147 davtomln@att.net 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

First Class Mail 


