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Volunteering? "I am not influenced by 
the expectation of promotion or pecuni-
ary reward. I wish to be useful, and 
every kind of service necessary for the 
public good, becomes honorable by be-
ing necessary." -- Nathan Hale (remark 
to Captain William Hull, who had at-
tempted to dissuade him from volun-
teering for a spy mission for General 
Washington, September 1776) - The 
Patriot Post Founders' Quote Daily. In 
any good volunteer organization the 
community service commitment is the 
life blood of the group. This most basic 

The city of Roswell held the annual "Roswell Remembers" event on the 
lawn behind the Roswell City 
Hall to honor our former and 
active duty military personnel 
on  Memorial Day, Monday 
28, 2018. Piedmont Color 
Guard members Bob Sapp, 
George Thurmond, Paul Pres-
cott, plus color guard mem-
ber Bill Floyd from the Mount 
Vernon Chapter presented 
the colors to open the cere-
mony in front of an audience 
of hundreds of people.  
 

The Piedmont Chapter had a tent set up 
where interested attendees could stop by 
to talk about the SAR and the traveling 
trunk artifacts that were on display. Pied-
mont Color Guard members were on hand 
to answer questions and give demonstra-
tions. Every year our tent is very popular 
with all members of our community.  
Passers by always learn something new 

and really enjoy the discussions with our chapter members and the 

hands on  presentation. De-
spite the threat of rain, the 
turnout was very good. Fortu-

nately, the rain held off until later in the day after the event had ended. 
  



    Page      2                        The Piedmont Piper    

 

 

 
 

need is fulfilled by the requirement for 
members to offer their precious time and 
talents for the good of the organization. In 
our community service organization the 
Piedmont Chapter of the Sons of the 
American Revolution, the good tasks of 
the chapter usually fall on a few mem-
bers. Bob Sapp is a perfect example of 
that type volunteer for the SAR and he 
was honor this past week by receiving the 
Minuteman Award at the SAR National 
Congress.  We all should strive to be a SAR 
volunteer like Bob. To be more involved, 
please, mark your calendars and let Rick 
Reese Jr. know ASAP, that you will take 
the time to be there at the Old Soldiers 
Day Parade on August 4th in Alpharetta 
GA. Let each of us say,” … I wish to be 
useful, and every kind of service necessary 
for the public good, becomes honorable 
by being necessary." Each member of the 
Piedmont Chapter is an important and 
necessary part of the chapter activities. 
These activities are kept updated by our 
web master, Chuck Rann. Our award win-
ning Piedmont Chapter Honor Guard 
could use a few extra members. Please 
contact Paul Prescott to become a part of 
this well respected and cherished group. 
We are in our second half of our SAR year, 
so let’s make it a good one!  Let’s not have 
a few members have all the fun. Volun-
teer yourself and have fun too!  

Message From  

Piedmont Chapter  

President Ron Redner 

Piedmont Chapter Meeting Highlights  
 

Saturday May 19,  2018  

The Regular Chapter Meeting of the Piedmont Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution was 
held at Roswell Adult Recreation Center, in its library, located at 830 Grimes Bridge Rd., Ros-
well, Georgia on May l9, 2018. 
 
 
After the social hour and breakfast, President Ron Red-
ner called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. 
 
President Ron Redner also introduced the guest speaker, 
George Wheeless, who presently serves as President of 
the Casimir Pulaski SAR Chapter in Carrollton, Georgia 
and has also served as past president of GASSAR.   Com-
patriot Wheeless gave a very informative presentation 
about Charles Carroll, the Last Signer of the Declaration 
of Independence.  Carroll was born into a wealthy Catho-
lic family in Annapolis, MD and, at the age of 10, was sent 
to a Jesuit school on the eastern shore of Maryland.  As a 

young man, he 
studied law in Eng-
land, where he lived for several years before returning 
to Maryland in 1765. At the time, Catholics were not 
treated well in Maryland.  He spoke out against unfair 
taxation and also supported separation of Church and 
State.  In 1775, he served as a delegate to the Revolu-
tionary Convention in Maryland and, on July 4, 1776, 
was elected as a delegate to the Continental Congress, 
where he served until 1778.  On August 2, 1776, he 
signed the Declaration of Independence.  From 1789 to 
1792, he served as a U.S. Senator from Maryland.  He 
died on November 14, 1832 at the age of 95 and was, at 
that time, the last living signer of the Declaration of In-
dependence. 
 

President Ron Redner presented Compatriot Wheeless with a Certificate of Appreciation. 
Past President Bill Kabel gave a very informative presentation about the Terrell family, many 
of whom came to Virginia with royal grants from England.  At least thirty-six Terrells fought in 

the Revolution and six others served as Confederate Officers during the 
Civil War.  Another one served as a U.S. Senator from Georgia.  
 
Induction of New Members:   
 
President Redner inducted the following new members: Alan Martin, 
Colin Martin, William Martin and also Jason Thornburg and Miles 
Thornburg. 
 
How to Help the SAR and Piedmont Chapter:  President Redner re-
minded the members present of the importance of participation, not 
only in Chapter activities, but also by making presentations in the local 
community and reporting on all such activities. 
 
A drawing for the book, Undaunted Courage, by Stephen Ambrose was 
held and won by Bill Kabel. 
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Piedmont Chapter Annual Picnic 

June 6,  2018  

Flag Retirement  

June 16,  2018  

This years picnic was held on Saturday 6/16, at the pavilion at the historic Bul-
loch Hall in Roswell, GA.  Despite the heat we had a good turnout with 55 people 
attending.  In addition to the great catering by ‘Cue Barbacue, attendees were 
encouraged to take a tour of the Historic Residence that was the childhood home of Mittie Bulloch, mother of Presi-
dent Theodore Roosevelt  

The Piedmont chapter participated with the Robert Forsyth Chapter in the annual Flag Retirement ceremony on 
June 16, 2018 at 8 AM at Ingram’s Funeral Home in Cumming, GA.   

When an American flag becomes worn, faded, torn or soiled, it 
should be retired and replaced with a new flag. There are several 
ways to respectfully dispose of the American flag without show-
ing disgrace. The most common method is burning the torn or 
tattered flag in a special ceremony.  
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Sep 22 (S) Comp. Billy Holcomb Grave Marking, Canton, 11 am 

Sep 22 (S) DAR Constitution Week Lunch, Dunwoody CC 

Sep 27-29 (N) Fall Leadership Mtg., Louisville, KY 

Oct 10 (P) Roswell Ramblers 

Oct 12 (P) INS  Atlanta 

Oct 20 (P) Piedmont Chapter Meeting 

Oct 27 (S) GASSAR Board of Managers Meeting, Barnesville 

Nov 17 (S) Fort Morris, Sunbury, GA 

Dec 1 (S) Battle of Vann’s Creek, 

July 28 (S) GASSAR BOM Meeting, Barnesville 

August 4 (P) Old Soldiers Day Parade, Alpharetta 

Aug 8 (P) Roswell Ramblers 

Aug 10 (P) INS Atlanta 

Aug 18 (P) Piedmont Chapter Meeting 

Sep 12 (P) Roswell Ramblers 

Sep 15 (P) Piedmont Chapter Meeting 

Sep 21 (P) INS Atlanta 

Sep 22 (S) Comp. Mike Ruff Grave Marking, Canton, 9:30 am 

Piedmont Color Guard Schedule 

Chapter Activities 

Piedmont color guard members Paul Prescott, 
George Thurmond, Bob Sapp, and John Mortison, 
along with Mount Vernon Color Guard member 
Shep Hammack presented the colors at the Ros-
well Rotary annual luncheon on May 24th prior to 
Memorial Day. 

On July 4th,2018 Piedmont's 
Color Guard members George 
Thurmond and Jaime Ruff par-
ticipated in this year’s Wind-
ward 4th of July Parade.   
 
Compatriots Thurmond and 
Ruff were also available for 
photographs with the children 
and to answer questions prior 
to the parade. In addition the 
chapter earned 64 American-
ism points by marching in the 
parade.  

Paul Prescott and Jaime Ruff manned the Travel-
ing Trunk tent at the World Harvest Church in Ros-
well, talking to the people attending the annual 
“Honor our Heroes” service about the Sons of the 
American Revolution. (Not Pictured) 

Chapter President Ron Redner 
laid the chapter wreath during 
the Memorial Day Celebration 
at the Marietta National 
Cemetery on Monday, May 
28th. The Marietta National 
Cemetery is located in Mari-
etta, GA and the annual event 
honors our Veterans, both 
past and present and remem-
bers those who have made the 
ultimate sacrifice for our coun-
try.  This ceremony has been 
held every Memorial Day for 
the past 72 years. 
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Chapter Activities 

We have a new trailer for the upcoming ‘Old Soldiers Day Parade’   
The trailer we had been using as a parade float for the past few years has become unavailable.  Chapter 
President Ron Redner ‘s brother has loaned his trailer for use in chapter events. Shep Hammock of the Mt. 
Vernon Chapter completed the wooden rails and flag stands.  The trailer will available for use to both Pied-
mont and Mt. Vernon Chapters. 

Eagle Scout Recognition 

Rick Reese presents the Certificate of Rec-
ognition the Piedmont Chapter to Eagle 
Scout Ojas Nadkarni of Troop 2000 at his 
court of Honor on July 21st, 2018 at the 
Johns Creek Presbyterian Church. 

Ron Redner presented new Eagle Scout 
Rounak Chowdhury with a certificate 
of recognition from the Piedmont 
Chapter on June 24 at the Johns Creek 
United Methodist Church. 

New trailer before decorations and 
flags Here is the trailer in action with David Wiley of the Mt. 

Vernon Chapter at the Dunwoody 4th of July Parade. 
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WELCOME BACK MARINE RECON UNIT event Thursday July 19 

Martha Stewart Bulloch Chapter DAR sponsored a special event to wel-
come home and show our appreciation for the Marines of B Company 
4th Battalion Marine Recon Unit. The 26 Marines of this special opera-
tions unit are back from Okinawa, Japan and Thailand from their joint 
training mission with another recon unit overseas. This was a rare op-
portunity to greet, welcome back, and show our patriotism and grati-
tude for their military service.  The event was held at the Garden and 

Gun Club Res-
taurant across 
from Suntrust 
Park Stadium.   
 
During the event 
compatriot Rick 
Reese presented to Captain Mark Boudreaux on behalf of 
the Marines in his command a welcome home certificate 
and an SAR challenge coin from the members of the Pied-
mont Chapter.  It was a great event organized by the MSB 
DAR Chapter lead by Lisa Melenyzer Project Patriot Com-
mittee Chairman of the Martha Stewart Bulloch Chapter, 
NSDAR. 
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More on Charles Carroll—last surviving signer of the Declaration of  Independence 

Charles Carroll (September 19, 1737 – November 14, 1832), known as 
Charles Carroll of Carrollton or Charles Carroll III to distinguish him 
from his similarly named relatives,[2] was a wealthy Maryland planter 
and an early advocate of independence from the Kingdom of Great 
Britain. He served as a delegate to the Continental Congress and Con-
federation Congress and later as first United States Senator for Mary-
land. He was the only Roman Catholic signer of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence.[3] 

Carroll was known contemporaneously as the “First Citizen” of the 
American Colonies, a consequence of his editorials in the Maryland Ga-
zette. Carroll was the wealthiest, the longest-lived survivor, and pos-
sessed the highest formal education of all of the signers of the Declara-

tion of Independence. A product of his 17-year Jesuit education in France, Carroll spoke five languages fluently. 

Born in Annapolis, Maryland, Carroll inherited vast agricultural estates and was regarded as the wealthiest man in the Ameri-
can colonies when the American Revolution commenced in 1775. His personal fortune at this time was reputed to be 
2,100,000 pounds of sterling silver; the equivalent of $465,000,000 in USD in 2018. In addition, Carroll presided over his 
manor in Maryland; a 10,000 acre estate that included approximately 1,000 African slaves whom he later freed. Though 
barred from holding office in Maryland due to his religion, Carroll emerged as a leader of the state's movement for inde-
pendence. He was a delegate to the Annapolis Convention and was selected as a delegate to the Continental Congress in 
1776. He was part of an unsuccessful diplomatic mission that Congress sent to Canada in hopes of winning the support of 
French Canadians. 

Carroll served in the Maryland Senate from 1781 to 1800. He was elected as one of Maryland's inaugural representatives in 
the United States Senate, but resigned from the United States Senate in 1792 after Maryland passed a law barring individuals 
from simultaneously serving in state and federal office. After retiring from public office, he helped establish the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad. He was the longest-lived and last surviving signatory of the Declaration of Independence, dying 56 years 
after the document was signed.   
 
Carroll was elected to the Continental Congress on July 4, 1776, and remained a delegate until 1778. He arrived too late to 
vote in favor of the Declaration of Independence, but was present to sign the official document that survives today. After 
both Thomas Jefferson and John Adams died on July 4, 1826, Carroll became the last living signatory of the Declaration of 
Independence. 

His signature reads 
"Charles Carroll of 
Carrollton", to dis-
tinguish him from 
his father "Charles 
Carroll of Annapolis", who was still living at that time, and several other Charles Carrolls in 
Maryland, such as Charles Carroll, Barrister, or his son Charles Carroll, Jr., also known as 
Charles Carroll of Homewood. He is usually referred to this way by historians. At the time he 
was one of the richest men in America. Throughout his term in the Second Continental Con-
gress, he served on the board of war. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Carroll_of_Carrollton#cite_note-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maryland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Great_Britain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Great_Britain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continental_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Confederation_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Confederation_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Senate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Declaration_of_Independence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Declaration_of_Independence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Carroll_of_Carrollton#cite_note-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesuit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annapolis,_Maryland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annapolis_Convention_%281774%E2%80%931776%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_Canadians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maryland_Senate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baltimore_and_Ohio_Railroad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baltimore_and_Ohio_Railroad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Declaration_of_Independence_%28United_States%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Jefferson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Adams
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Carroll_of_Annapolis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Carroll_of_Annapolis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Carroll_%28disambiguation%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Continental_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Continental_Congress
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SAR Member Receives National Award 
 

Piedmont Chapter SAR member Robert A. (Bob) Sapp was recently honored at the 128th Annual Congress of the National Society Sons 

of the American Revolution by being presented with the Minuteman award.  The award is the most prestigious award of the National 

Society whose membership is over 36,000.   The Congress was held in Houston, Texas.  The medal was received from President Gen-

eral Larry Guzy. The award, established in 1951, is presented only to those Compatriots who have made distinguished and excep-

tional contributions of service to the National Society.  This is the highest award of the national Society and the honored Compatriot 

may receive it only once.  Only six members receive this award annually. 

The medal is of sterling silver.  It depicts a Minuteman holding a rifle with a plow and the Liberty Bell in the background.   

The medal is suspended from a neck ribbon of light blue silk.  

Photo Right: 
President General Larry Guzy (left) presents  the pres-
tigious Minuteman Award to Piedmont Chapter mem-
ber and GASSAR Registrar Bob Sapp (center), accompa-
nied by Piedmont Chapter member George Thurmond 
(right). 
 
 
 
 
Photo below: 
Front Row (All new recipients): (l-r)  Ed Rigel, Sr., Dour 
Collins (KY), Martin Boyer (France Society), Bob Sapp, 
John Sinks (DC). 
Back Row:  Michael Tomme, Lindsey Brock, David Ap-
pleby, George Thurmond, Nathan White (TX).  
One was missing Congress - David Billings (AL)   



This publication is the newsletter for the Piedmont Chapter of the Georgia Society of the Sons of the American 
Revolution. It is printed six times per year, January, March, May, July, September and November. It is distributed to 
current and prospective members of the chapter and to certain officers of the state and national organizations and to 
certain officials of the Daughters of the American Revolution. 
 
The Piedmont Chapter serves communities of the northern suburbs of Atlanta, Georgia including Cobb, Cherokee and 
Northern Fulton County. Meetings are held monthly throughout the year on the third Saturday at 8:30 a.m. at Houck’s 
Grille, 10930 Crabapple Road, B130 Roswell, Georgia. Most members choose to arrive by 8:00 a.m. to enjoy breakfast 

together. 
 
Prospective members are always welcome at monthly membership meetings. Men, eighteen years of age and older, who are interested in docu-
menting their relationship to their American Revolutionary ancestors and in joining an active group with similar interests are urged to contact the 
Chapter Registrar, Jamie Ruff 404.428.8040 or any other chapter officer. 
 

DEADLINE FOR MATERIAL TO BE INCLUDED IN THE NEXT EDITION: 
 
The deadline for material for the next issue is SEP 1, 2018. In addition to the material, please include a copy of any photos to be included. Please 
direct all inquires or suggestions regarding the Piedmont Piper to the editor Rick Reese III rick@rickreese.com.  
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Regular Piedmont Chapter Meeting, August 18th 

 
Location: 
Houck’s Grille, 10930 Crabapple Road, B130 Roswell, Georgia 

Breakfast at 8:00 AM, meeting at 8:30 AM 

 

Guest Speaker: Henry Bishop 

Topic: Antique Rifles 

U p c o mi n g  E v e n ts  

Old Soldiers Day Parade— August 4, 2018 

Uniformed members are encouraged to march with the 

color guard leading the parade, or join others riding on 

our float. 

Gather at American Legion Post 201 at 201 Wills Rd. in 

Alpharetta, GA. Enjoy hot dogs by the Varsity after the 

parade at the American Legion post 201. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2018 Officers of the Piedmont Chapter 
 

President, Ron Redner, 12291 King Road, Roswell, GA 30075 Phone 404.401.0204  ronredner@renderad.com 
Vice President, Roy Greene, 8945 Knoll Dr., Gainesville, GA  30506, Phone: 678.469.4004, RHGreene@mindspring.com 
Secretary, Eric E. Thorstenberg  220 Enclave Court,  Roswell, GA  30076 Phone: 770.740.9321 eetesq@gmail.com 
Treasurer, Al Finley, 4303 Revere Cir, Marietta, GA 30062 Phone 770.992.9395 arfinley@aol.com 
Chaplain, Bill Kabel, 4305 Sprucebough Dr., Marietta, GA 30062 Phone 770.565.1902  flytier44@comcast.net 
Registrar, Jamie Ruff, 1205 Compass Pointe Crossing, Alpharetta, GA 30005 Phone 404.428.8040 RuffJam@gmail.com 
Editor, Frederic M. Reese, III. 250 Lakeview Ridge W., Roswell, GA 30076 Phone 678.404.7886 Rick@rickreese.com 
Chancellor, Eric E. Thorstenberg  220 Enclave Court,  Roswell, GA  30076 Phone: 770.740.9321 eetesq@gmail.com  
Historian/ Librarian, Bill Lusk, 1355 Summit Rd. Milton, GA 30004 Phone 770-754-4428 bill@luskco.com 
Sergeant-at-Arms,  Zachary Miller, 610 Ivey Hill Dr., Cumming, GA 30040 Phone 678.513.0771 mills116@comcast.net 
Webmaster, Charles R. Rann 9757 Hightower Road, Roswell, GA 30075 Phone 770 .998.7274 webmaster@PiedmontChapter.org 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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